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Sir: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on 
March 12,2001. 

Agent U Reg. No. 38,769 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR S§ 1.56, 1.97. AND 1.98 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications, and other information of which they are 
aware, which they believe maybe material, as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b), to the examination of 
this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 
CFR § 1.56(a). While the information referred to in this Information Disclosure Statement may 
be material pursuant to 37 CFR §1. 56(b), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is 
not intended to, pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.97(h), constitute an admission that any patent, 
publication, or other information referred to is, or is considered to be, material to the patentability 
of this invention. Further, pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.97(g), the filing of this Statement should not 
be construed as a statement that a search has been made or that no other material information 
exists. 

A listing of all items of information cited is attached on PTO/SB/08A, a substitute for 
form 1449A/PTO. Copies of the items are enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. Also 
enclosed is a copy of the PCT International Search Report dated 05/10/1999. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within the period set forth in 37 
CFR §1 .97(b) because it is filed within three months of the filing date of a national application or 
within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR §1.491 in an 
international application. 
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Registration No. 38,769 
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